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The post:
A teacher of Humanities to teach History and Geography, therefore this post is suitable for a History or a Geography subject specialist.	Comment by Mrs N Stephenson: CloughS@tanfieldschool.co.uk
MillerP@tanfieldschool.co.uk
The team:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Tanfield Humanities is made up History, RE and Geography. Each subject is delivered by subject specialists. History has a team of two full time teachers. The head of department is a senior curriculum leader for Humanities along with having subject leader roles for History and RE, and has been in post for 16 years. She is also the School Tutor for NQTs and Lead for RSE. A second History teacher has whole school responsibility for MAT students. Tanfield Geography has a team of two teachers. The subject leader has been in post since 2016. Tanfield RE has one RE teacher who is also the Staff Governor. The team are passionate subject specialists, who are friendly and determined to drive change in order to improve results.  
The curriculum:
The curriculum for History and Geography has been developed in line with curriculum and assessment development to meet the demands of the new specifications at G.C.S.E. From September 2017, we introduced a knowledge rich curriculum which we have continued to review and develop. Students in KS3 have reading frames with challenging sources, data, text and interpretations. In KS4, students use booklets for reading materials and annotate these in line with school policy. Reading frames are quality assured by the subject leaders and line manager, to ensure rigour and drive progress.  Black pens are used to write terminology, blue for definitions of terminology and of tier two and three vocabulary and green for annotations. Reading frames focus on individual AOs and target the gaps to be closed from the last assessment point and from knowledge based testing. Each lesson begins with a silent recap task to interleave knowledge across the key stage. Hinge questions are used to assess understanding of key content or skills. 
Homework combines low stakes testing on Socrative, the use of knowledge organisers, guided use of GSCEPod and targeted practice questions. Socrative questions are mapped out as part of the curriculum plan to support interleaving and retrieval. Homework not only aids knowledge recall but also aims to embed the application of that knowledge and the development of core skills. 
Year 7-9 currently have 5-6 lessons over two weeks and at KS4, there are 3 lessons weekly across the two years for the current Y10 and 5 across two weeks for the current Y11. 
Assessment:
In KS3, assessments follow the G.C.S.E model and scaffolding is reduced across the key stage. Students sit the assessments in exam timed conditions and prepare learning from knowledge organisers, developing their own flashcards, as well as using GCSEPod and Socrative. Assessments are standardised and then reviewed by students with a development task. There is an end of year examination for every year group. 
At KS4, the Edexcel History  G.C.S.E is taught. 
· Paper 1 is Crime and Punishment c.1000-present and Historic Environment: Whitechapel c1870-1900: crime, policing and the inner city. 
· Paper 2 is the American West 1835-1895 and Early Elizabeth 1558-1588. 
· Paper 3, the Modern World Depth Study, is Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918-1939.

At KS4, the A.Q.A Geography G.C.S.E is taught. 
· Paper 1: Living with the physical environment- the challenge of natural hazards, the living world, physical landscapes and geographical skills
· Paper 2 : Challenges in the human environment-urban issues and challenges, the changing economic world, the challenge of resource management and geographical skills
· Paper 3: Geographical application - issue evaluation, fieldwork and geographical skills.

Assessments take place in week 8 of each cycle of teaching with formal full mock exams at the end of year 10, in November and March of Year 11. History and Geography are popular option subjects at G.C.S.E.


Priorities for development:
· Improve the progress of all measures
· Improve the quality and rigour of assessment
· Eradicate in-school and in department variation
· Close the gaps between different groups of students
· Continue to develop T and L to new curriculum model
· Improve attitudes to learning to develop resilient learners 










